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At the sitting of 21 November 1991 the President of the European Parliament
announced that he had referred the motion for a resolution by Mr Christiansen
and others on the implementation of effective international legislation on the
environment and the rights of indigenous peoples in the world in order to
protect our planet and all its inhabitants, pursuant to old Rule 63 / new
Rule 45 of the Rules of Procedure, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
Security as the committee responsible and to the Committee on Development and
Cooperation and the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer
Protection for their opinions.

At its meeting of 18 December 1991 the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Security
decided to draw up a report and, at its meeting of 19 February 1993, appointed
Mr Onesta rapporteur.

At its meetings of 27 May 1992, 25 June 1992, 11 June 1993, 3 November 1993,
3 December 1993, 26 January 1994 and 2 February 1994 the committee considered
the draft report.

At the last meeting it adopted the motion for a resolution by 15 votes to 1 with
1 abstention.

The following took part in the vote: Baron Crespo, chairman;
Cassanmagnago Cerretti, first vice-chairman; Crampton, third vice-chairman;
Onesta, rapporteur; Aglietta, Balfe, Bertens, Cheysson, Coates, Fernandez Albor,
Ginther, Lacaze, Langer, Llorca Vilaplana, Penders, Rossetti (for Dury) and
Terron i Cusi (for Piecyk).

The opinion of the Committee on Development and Cooperation is attached to this
report.

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer Protection decided
on 22 January 1992 not to deliver an opinion.

The report was tabled on 3 February 1994.

The deadline for tabling amendments will appear on the draft agenda for the
part-session at which the report is to be tabled.

DOC_EN\RR\245\245133 -3 - PE 203.887/fin.



A
MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

on action required internationally to provide effective protection
for indigenous peoples

The European Parliament,

having regard to the motion for a resolution by Mr Christiansen and others
on the implementation of effective international legislation on the
environment and the rights-of indigenous peoples in the world in order to
protect our planet and all its inhabitants (B3-1519/91),

having regard to its numerous resolutions on the protection of human
rights,

having regard to its resolution of 12 March 1992' on 1992, indigenous
peoples and the quincentenary,

having regard to Rule 45 of its Rules of Procedure,

having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
Security and the opinion of the Committee on Development and Cooperation
(A3-0059/94),

whereas the most commonly used definition of indigenous peoples is that
given in ILO Convention No. 169 and whereas, according to UN estimates,
such communities represent 300 million individuals spread over almost 4000
peoples,

convinced that all peoples contribute to the diversity and richness of the
civilizations and cultures which constitute mankind's common heritage,

whereas many international texts, in particular the UN Charter, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ILO Convention No. 169, set out
in detail the inalienable basic rights of all human beings, including that
of determining their political status by freely choosing their way of
economic, cultural and social development,

whereas the United Nations Organization, despite its name, represents only
states and not peoples, and solutions to many problems concerning peoples,
particularly indigenous peoples, are therefore difficult to find within it,

regretting that, in general, international treaties purely and simply
neglect the rights of indigenous peoples, even if it is they who must bear
the direct or indirect consequences thereof,

noting that certain states have concluded treaties with indigenous peoples
in the past and that some of those treaties have been shamelessly violated;
whereas in this connection, in the context of increasing impoverishment,

0J No. C 94, 13.5.1992, p. 268
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indigenous peoples are often the first to be dispossessed of rights, land
and resources,

dismayed by the violence of every kind to which indigenous peoples have
been subjected in the past, and still are; whereas, in this connection, the
United Nations organization has recognized the right to intervene when
fundamental human rights are under serious threat,

Adopts the definition of indigenous peoples given by the ILO in its
Convention No. 169 and believes that this convention together with the Kari
Oca Declaration (Rio, June 1992) and the declaration of the UN conference
in Vienna on the rights of indigenous peoples (June 1993) are the benchmark
texts in this regard;

Declares that pursuant to the provisions of the United Nations, and in the
context of a non-violent and fully democratic procedure with due regard for
the rights of other citizens, indigenous peoples have the right to be
masters of their own destiny;

Takes the view that the UN must take advantage of its 50th anniversary to
make its bodies more democratic and more effective by enabling peoples
without a state, in particular indigenous peoples, to be better
represented, especially by involving them in the work of the General
Assembly;

Solemnly reaffirms that members of indigenous peoples have, just as any
other human being has, the right to life, to respect, the right to freedom
of thought and action, to physical security, to health, to justice and to
equality concerning the right to work, to education and to culture, and the
right to be taught to read and write the official language of the country
in which they live; this right to a separate culture must involve the right
to use and disseminate their mother tongue and to have the tangible and
intangible features of their culture protected and disseminated and to have
their religious rights and their sacred land respected;

Calls for censuses to be taken of indigenous peoples in the states in which
they are established;

Calls for indigenous peoples to be given help in marketing the craft
products made by indigenous peoples, with verification of origin;

Declares that indigenous peoples have the right to the common ownership of
their traditional land sufficient in terms of area and quality for the
preservation and development of their particular ways of life, such land
to be placed at their disposal free of charge; it will therefore be
indivisible, non-transferable, imprescriptible and cannot be rented;

Takes the view that, with regard to legal matters, members of indigenous
peoples have the right to a qualified defence lawyer and to full
information about their rights, with the assistance of an interpreter if

necessary,

Declares that indigenous peoples who have been robbed of their rights must
be able to obtain fair compensation; if deprivation involves the loss of
land, this will be made good, first and foremost, by returning the land in

DOC_EN\RR\245\245133 -5- PE 203.887/fin.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

question or, alternatively, by providing land at least equal in terms of
quality and size to that which has been lost;

Calls in the strongest possible terms on states which in the past have
signed treaties with indigenous peoples to honour their undertakings, which
remain imprescriptible, and in this connection strongly encourages the UN
special rapporteur responsible for studying and resolving this problem;

Reaffirms the positive contribution of indigenous peoples' civilizations
to mankind's common heritage and the essential role which they have played
and which they must continue to play in the conservation of their natural
environment;

Considers that the European Union, but also the United Nations, should take
all possible steps to ensure that international treaties, policies and the
activities of commercial undertakings do not, either directly or
indirectly, adversely affect the rights of indigenous peoples; calls in
this connection for the Council and the Commission to make a precise
political statement on indigenous peoples;

Calls on the Commission and the Council to make a tangible contribution to

the International Year of Indigenous Peoples and to this end calls for:

- criteria to be drawn up for the financing of Community projects in the
light of the rights of indigenous peoples,

- 1indigenous peoples to be directly involved, as part of development and
cooperation policy, in projects concerning thenm,

- European officials to be given special training and assigned for
following-up questions concerning indigenous peoples,

- the technical and legal information intended for indigenous peoples'
representatives to be enhanced,

- appropriate budget lines to be clearly allocated for the defence of the
rights of these peoples;

Undertakes to set wup, during the next parliamentary term, an
interparliamentary delegation composed of Members of this Parliament and
representatives of indigenous peoples and calls on the Subcommittee on
Human Rights to monitor questions concerning their rights very closely;

Calls on the Member States of the European Union to show their
determination to provide tangible protection for indigenous peoples by
acceding to ILO Convention No. 169 and by calling on other states to do the
same;

Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the
Commission, and the Secretary-General of the UN, the Secretary of the UN
Subcommittee on Sustainable Development and the Secretary of the UN
Commission on Human Rights.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

I. THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLES: PI
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Current events at the end of this century have seen the emergence of two
problematic issues, the environment and the rights of peoples, which have never
arisen so forcefully before. All international bodies, governmental or not,
have now fully accepted the idea that these issues must be included right away
in any approach to international relations.

This report is being drawn up at a turning point, one year after the United
Nations Conference on the Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio in June
1992, and on the eve of the United Nations Conference on Human Rights in Vienna
in June 1993. For the first time in the history of humanity, human beings are
fully aware that their development threatens the balance of the planet's
environment and also the survival of the people inhabiting it, particularly the
'indigenous’' peoples, whose existence is more directly linked to the quality of
the natural environment they inhabit.

The international scientific community is also almost unanimous in recognizing
the scale of the problem and the urgent need to find specific and effective
solutions in the next ten years, if the environmental crisis and the
accompanying social crisis are not to take on insurmountable dimensions.

Moreover, the concept of 'the rights of peoples' goes beyond the bounds of the
rights of indigenous people alone as considered here and opens up a debate which
cuts across all international relations, as the current geo-political
realignments, to the east and the south, clearly demonstrate the limitations of
the current model of the nation state and its lack of ability to encompass
multi-ethnicity.

Finally, developments in the media increasingly allow everyone to observe,
sometimes immediately, any significant assault on the environment or human
rights, which is developing a global awareness of the problems, as well as a
sense of civic responsibility which should encourage governments to take large-
gcale international measures.

The issues of the environment, human rights and the rights of peoples, with
their corollary of sustainable development as defined at the UNCED in Rio, are
thus revealed as the major challenge facing international cooperation at the
dawn of the third millennium.

II. TWO PROBLEMS, BUT THE SAME CAUSES AND THE SAME SOLUTIONS

It is obvious that the environment and the people inhabiting it suffer from the
same evils, principally:

- false development: the 'Western' model of development, being production-

orientated, is undoubtedly the prime cause of the environmental crisis and
the infringements of the rights of indigenous peoples; through the continuous
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